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THE JEWISH CULTURE OF EVERETT 
by 
JOSEPH KAPLAN 
= 


The history of the Jewish presence in 
America dates back to the time of Christopher 
Columbus and the Spanish Inquisition. It has 
been thought that there were Jews on Columbus’ 
voyage to America in 1492, but the only Jew 
definitely known to have sailed with Columbus 
was the ship's doctor, one Maestre Bernal. 


In 1492 King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 
issued an edict expelling all of the Jews from 
Spain. This edict worked an extreme hardship 
on the Spanish Jews. Two years later Portugal 
aad suit and expelled its Jewish popula-~ 
tione 


Some of the exiled Jews, searching for a 
country where they would be free, crossed the 
Atlantic and settled in the Portugese colony 
at Recife (now Pernambuco ) in Brazil. There, 
they believed, they would have the freedom to 
worship as they chose and other freedoms. When 
the Dutch West India Company was chartered in 
1621, with the aim of establishing colonies and 
trading in that area, the position of the Jews 
seemed secure, since many prominent Jews were 
shareholders in the trading company. From 1630 
+o 1654 the Dutch West India Company held Recife, 
but in 1654 Portugese settlers drove out the 
Dutch. The Jewish population there, fearing a 
repetition of the persecution their forefathers 
had experienced in Spain and Portugal, left 
Recife. 


These countryless Jews, knowing that the 
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Dutch had granted them much-desired rights and 
liberties which other countries had denied them, 
decided to migrate to the Dutch settlement of 
New Amsterdam on the Hudson River in Korth 
America. They reached there in September, 1654, 
but at first the royal governor, Feter 
Stuyvesant, refused to permit them to stay. 

They asked the Jewish investors in the Dutch 
West India Vompany to intercede for them. The 
result was that they were permitted to stay, 

but only with the provision that they would 
pledge to take care of any destitute persons 
among their number, so that no burden would be 
placed on the other settlers. Out of this prom- 
ise came the great Jewish organization called 

The Jewish Ladies Aid Society, which had chapters 
throughout the United States and which shouldered 
the responsibility of providing necessary aid to 
worthy Jewish people. 


These Jewish settlers in New Amsterdam were 
not permitted to build a synagogue. Not until 
1728, long after New Amsterdam had passed into 
the hands of the English and been renamed New 
York, was a synagogue built there. The second 
synagogue in North America was built in Newport, 
Rhode Island and was dedicated on December 2, 
1763. It is now a national shrine. 


At the time of the Revolutionary War there 
were approximately 2,000 Jews in the American 
colonies. Some served in the Continental Army, 
and others supplied the army with provisions. 
Haym Solomon, who was a friend of George 
Washington, raised a large sum of money to help 
finance the war. On one occasion he had Yom 
Kippur services at a Philadelphia synagogue in- 
terrupted in order to take up a collection for 
Washington's army. 


By 1790 there were about 3,C00 Jews in the 
United States. In that year George Washington 
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sent the following message to the Hebrew congre- 
gation in Newports 


While I receive, with much satis- 
faction, your Address replete with 
expressions of affection and esteem, 
I rejoice in the opportunity of as- 
suring you, that I shall always re- 
tain a grateful remembrance of the 
cordial welcome I experienced in my 
visit to Newport, from all classes 
of citizens. 


The reflection on the days of diffi- 
culty and danger which are past is 
rendered more sweet, from a con 
sciousness that they are succeeded 
by days of uncommon prosperity and 
security. If we have wisdom to 

make the best use of advantages with 
which we are favored, we cannot fail, 
under the just administration of a 
good Government, to become a great 
and happy people. 


The citizens of the United States of 
America have a right to applaud them- 
selves for having given to mankind ex- 
amples of an enlarged and liberal pol- 
icy, a policy worthy of imitation. All 
possess alike liberty of conscience and 
immunities of citizenship. It is now 
no more that toleration is spoken of, 

as if it were by the indulgence :f one 
class of people that another enjoyed 

the exercise, of their inherent natural 
rights. For happily the Government of 
the United States, which gives bigotry 
no sanction, to persecution no assist- 
ance, requires only that they who live 
under its protection should demean them- 
selves as good citizens, in giving it on 
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It would be inconsistent with the frank- 
ness of my character not to avow that I 
am pleased with your favorable opinion 
of my Administration, and fervent wigh- 
es for my felicity. May the Children 
of the Stock of Abraham, who dwell in 
this land, continue to merit and en joy 
the good will of the other inhabitants, 
while every one shall sit in safety 
under his own vine and figtree, and 
there shall be none to make him afraid. 


May the father of all mercies scatter 
light and not darkness in our paths, 

and make us all in our several vocations 
useful here, and in his own due time and 
way everlastingly happy. 


In 1826 there were abeut 6,000 Jews in the 
United States. By 1860 the number had increas- 
ed to 150,000. The Jews who came here during 
that time made up the second wave of Jewish im- 
migration into this country. They came prin- 
cipally from Germany and Austria, and most of 
them settled in the South. Some became outstand- 
ing Confederate leaders during the Civil War. 
Between 1830 and 1880 a quarter of a million 
Jews came to the United States, most of them 
from Germany, and by the end of the 1870s there 
were almost 230,CCC Jews living here. In the 
period from 1880 to 1920 three million Jews 
from eastern Europe came to this country. They 
made up the third migration. These Jews who 
came from eastern £urope settled chiefly in 
the large cities of the north and east. 


One of the eastern cities in which the Jews 
of the third migration settled was Chelsea. On 
April 12, 1908 most of Chelsea was destroyed by 
a devastating fire. The heat was so intense 


THE EVERETT EISTORICAL SOCIETY 5 


even the curbstones ignited. Many pneople lost 
their homes and their possessions. Many of 
the Jewish reople whose homes were destroyed 
resettled in Everett. 


It took the Jews in Everett only a year to 
come together and decide they wanted a proper 
house of worship, There were vacant second- 
story rooms over a grocery store at the corner 
of Union Street and Malden Street, and those 
rooms they used as their house of worship. In 
1912 a committee was formed to provice a syna- 
sogue in which the congregation could worship. 
That same year the land at 34 Malden Street was 
conveyed to them in the name of Harry Sindell, 
and construction of the synagogue began. Upon 
its completion in 1914 it was deeded to Congre- 
gation Tifereth Israel, and Jacob Rosenberg was 
elected president of the congregation. 


The Jewish community in Everett grew and 
prospered. By 1926 there were four hundred 
Jewish families in the city. These families 
felt the need for a Hebrew community center 
where all the Jewish charitable, communal, and 
educational activities could be held. A small 
Hebrew school was being operated in a private 
home at 80 Francis Street, but this was inade- 
quate to serve the many new Jewish parents who 
wanted their children to have a Jewish educa- 
tion and to acquire a knowledge of Hebrew cul- 
ture. 


During the High Holiday season of 1926, 
a small group of Jews joined together to work 
for a community center, and during the Yom 
Kippur services an appeal was made for funds. 
The appeal met with an enthusiastic response, 
and more than $10,0CC was raised. <A few weeks 
later an organizational meeting was held. 
Joseph Kaplan was elected president of the 
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Everett Hebrew Community Centre, as it was then 
called. George Gordon, an attorney, presided 
over this meeting and was the guest speaker. 

A committee was appointed to arrange for the 
purchase of land and the erection of a build- 
ing which would serve as the community center. 
The committee recommended the purchase of a 
plot of land on Nichols Street between Baker 
and Chatham Roads, and their recommendation was 
followed, 


At this same time there were other Jewish 
persons in the city who were also interested 
in having a community center. This group 
thought that construction costs were too high 
then, and they favored instead buying a build- 
ing on Union Street, known as "Murdock's Bunga- 
low." They proceeded to purchase the building. 
Following this acquisition, there was a merger 
of the two groups interested in establishing a 
community center. The land on Nichols Street 
was sold, and with the proceeds from the sale 
an annex was added to the building on Union 
Street, on the Silver Road side. The annex con- 
tained three classrooms and a medium-sized hall. 


Shortly after the annex was finished talks 
began with the officers and members of the 
Hebrew school which was still operating on 
Francis Street. Isaac tenken, president of 
the Hebrew school, was the leader of the drive 
to consolidate the school and community center. 
Thanks to nis efforts the members of the Hebrew 
school voted unanimously to merge with the com- 
munity center. 


At a general meeting attended by members of 
both organizations, it was voted to call the new 
organization The Everett Hebrew School and Com- 
munity Centre. At the first election of of- 
ficers, Samuel J. Wolfson was unanimously elect- 
ed president. He served as president in 1927 
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and 1928, From that time down to the present, 
the community center has been the focal point 
of Jewish life in Everett. 


The first years of the community center 
were extremely difficult because of inadequate 
funds. Dances, bazaars, and shows were held to 
raise money. A ladies auxiliary was formed, 
with Jennie Mogulesky (later Jennie Gorovitz ) 
serving as the group's first president. The 
women contributed greatly to the community 
center's progress in its early years. One 
woman who deserves special mention here for 
her work on behalf of the center is Fannie M. 
Liberman, who was president of the ladies aux- 
iliary for many years. The largest hall in 
the community center was named the Fannie 
Liberman Hall, and a tablet inscribed with 
her name was placed in the center. Her hus- 
band, George Liberman, was for many years the 
treasurer of the center, and he bequeathed to 
the center a large sum of money. He was also 
honored with a tablet, as were Israel I. and 
Lena Gottfried, who bequeathed $2,500 to the 
center shortly after the purchase of the build- 
inge 


The generosity of Louis and Esther Cohen 
made possible a library and a rabbi's study in 
the annex. Consisting originally of several 
hundred volumes, the library has grown over the 
yearso 


On April 16, 1929 the community center 
borrowed $1C,CCO from the Charlestown Five Cent 
Savings Bank at 64% interest. Twenty-three 
faithful members guaranteed the mortgage note. 
This is the list of guarantors: 


THE EVERETT HISTCRICAL SOCIETY 8 


Morris T. Silverstein Max Bennett 
George Liberman Isaac Henken 
Samuel L. Gerber — Philip Cherkasky 
Eli Taylor Max Oppenheim 
Fannie M. Liberman Barney Avratin 
Joseph H. Tall Louis Katz 
Lillian R. Bennett Samuel M. Horowitz 
Max Taylor Alex Grusby 
Charles H. Nitishin Zangwell Sherr 
Samuel J. Wolfson Louis Seigel 
Benjamin Schultz Joseph Fisher 


Joseph Ge. Gordon 


In spite of the depression that hit the 
country at that time, the doors of the commun- 
ity center remained open. Many other organi- 
zations were forced to close down, but because 
of the loyalty of its members the center was 
able to keep going. 


By 1934 many of the Jewish people in 

Everett believed the time had come for them 

to have a spiritual leader. There had been a 
synagogue in Everett for many years, but its 
leaders had not thought it necessary to engage 
a rabbi. In 1934, Rabbi Chaim Goldein was se- 
lected to be the spiritual leader of the syna- 
gogue. He remained in that post for two years. 
He was succeeded by Rabbi Symcha Gordon, who 
also served as principal of the Hebrew school, 


In 1937 serious thought was given to re- 
deeming the mortgage on the vroperty. This 
led to the inauguration of "The Golden Book": 
as people observed important occasions in 
their lives, such as anniversaries, they in- 
scribed them in The Golden Book and made a 
contribution of money. Many hundreds of dol- 
lars were raised. When the community center 
celebrated its "Bar Mitzvah," the Golden Book 
was officially dedicated by Rabbi Gordon, 
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A "Life Iiembership Program" was institut- 
ed in 1941, the sole purpose of which was to re- 
deem the mortgage. Over one hundred Jewish men 
and women became life members of the community 
center. Their names were inscribed on a tablet 
in Fannie Liberman Hall. As a result of their 
contributions, the mortgage on the old building 
was burned on June 4, 1944, 


The next few years were a time of great ac- 
tivity and vrogress at the community center. 
The membership gave zealous and wholehearted 
support to the center, and the activities there 
included every aspect of Jewish community life. 


Rabbi Symcha Gordon was succeeded as spir- 
itual leader by Rabbi David Weisenberg. Suc- 
ceeding Rabbi Weisenberg was Rabbi Whitkin, who 
in turn was followed by Rabbi William Herskovitz. 


By the late 1950s it was apparent that the 
Jewish community needed a new house of worshipe 
In 1965 it was proposed to erect a building 
that would accommodate all the activities of 
the congregation. Under the guidance of Rabbi 
David S. Folen, who had become the spiritual 
leader in 1964, and with the aid of a new and 
vigorous generation of congregants, the job of 
raising funds and building a new facility got 
under way. The leaders of this undertaking 
were Louis Bernstein, Benjamin Ullian, Louis 
Segal, and Max Alpert. 


Louis Segal designed the building in memory 
of his beloved parents. Many hours were spent 
by many people in order to achieve the goal of 
a new building. Their devotion will never be 
forgotten. It would not be appropriate here 
to mention specific names; suffice it to say 
that all the members of the Jewish community 
worked together as one, united in their effort 
to have a building of which they could be proud. 
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The new structure, built at a cost of a 
quarter of a million dollars, was dedicated in 
June of 1967. Congregation Tifereth Israel 
and Community Centre had found a new home. 

The following June a first anniversary banquet 
was held, with Max Alpert, president of the 
congregation, presiding, and Mrs. Myer Freeman 
greeting those in attendance in her capacity 
as president of the Sisterhood. The remarks 
delivered by Rabbi David Polen on this oc- 
casion reveal the extraordinary pride the con- 
gregation took in their new synagogue and 
community centers 


A year has passed. A year when 

the "Impossible Dream" came true. 

A year of pride when strangers 
expressed wonderment over the 
beauty, glory and marvels of our 
achievement. <A year of accomplish- 
ment and adaptation. A year of 

new horizons and greater expecta- 
tions and above all, a year of pray- 
er and thanksgiving... 


The Jewish residents of Everett had seen 
their little Hebrew school grow into a com- 
munity center, then into a synagogue, and fi- 
nally into a beautiful modern synagogue and 
community center. It was fitting that the 
men and women who led the congregation over 
the years should be remembered with a tablet 
in the synagogue inscribed with their names. 
Here are the names of those men and womens 


Barney Avratin Samuel M. Horowitz 
Benjamin Ullian Samuel Henken 

Louis Bernstein Jacob Tarmy family 
Charles Hurwitz Hyman Alpert family 
Joseph Wolfson Rebecca Cherkas 
Saul Grusby Fannie Liberman 
Isaac Henken Jennie Gulevsky 


Rose Goldberg 
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Since the dedication of the synagogue 
and community center four men have served as 
president of the congregation. They ares 
Max Alpert, who served a four-year term; 
Irving Viasner, who served a two-year term; 
Samuel Spivack and Irving Nitishin, both of 
whom served four-year terms; and Irving 
Viasner, now serving as president a second 
time. 


Nine Jewish organizations hold their 
meetings in the building. They are: Hadassah, 
Sisterhood, Jewish War Veterans, Jewish War 
Veterans Auxiliary, Hebrew Free Loan, Golden 
Age Club, Cemetery Association, AsZeAe, BeBeGe 


Ravvi David §. Folen died in 1972. He 
had served as spiritual leader of Everett's 
Jewish population since 1964. Rabbi Nathan 
Polen, Rabbi David Folen's son, became spirit- 
ual leader of Congregation Tifereth Israel 
following his fatner's death. Rabbi Nathan 
Folen graduated from Ner Israel Rabbinical 
College in Baltimore and was ordained in 1971. 
He holds a bachelor of science degree in 
mathematics from The John Hopkins University 
and a master's degree in counseling from 
Northeastern University. He is currently a 
doctoral candidate at Boston Universitys 
Rabbi Polen and his wife Lauri have a dau- 
ehter, Sara Henna. Besides his spiritual 
duties Rabbi Polen conducts an adult educa- 
tion program at the center, and he has lec- 
tured to various groups in the city on Jewish 
history. 


There were five-and-a-half million Jews 
in America in 1976, the nation's bicentennial 
yeare Congregation Tifereth Israel observed 
the nation's two hundredth anniversary with 
a commemorative program on June 13, 1976. 
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Following the singing of the national anthem 
and the salute to the flag, Rabbi Polen wel- 
comed the guests and Selma Snow, first vice 
president of the Sisterhood, greeted the aud- 
ience. The history of the Jewish community 
in Everett was presented by Joseph Kaplan. 
State Representative George Keverian was the 
principal speaker. The letter from George 
Washington to the Jewish people in Newport, 
which was quoted above, was read, and patri- 
otic songs were sunge 


Congregation Tifereth Israel and Commun- 
ity Centre will celebrate its thirteenth an- 
niversary in June, 1980. A large committee 
has been appointed to plan the event, and 
many state and local dignitaries will be pres- 
ent. It is a matter of pride for the member- 
ship that the community center is used not 
only by the Jewish people of Everett but by 
other grouvs as well, The Everett Kiwanis 
Club, for example, has made use of the fac- 
ility, and the Whidden Hospital operates a 
special blood pressure unit there on the sec- 
ond Tuesday of each month for all residents 
of the city. Rabbi Polen conducts many forums 
and panel discussions on various subjects 
which are open to all interested persons, 
and the Women's Auxiliary holds many social 
functions at the center. 


The little handful of Jews who came to 
Everett after the great Chelsea fire, and the 
immigrant Jews who came later, have kept the 
torch of their religion and culture brightly 
lit. The Jewish community sees itself as an 
integral part of the city of Everett and 
takes pride and satisfaction in the fact that 
the Jewish people in Everett have always en- 
joyed good relations with their neighbors of 
all, fai-thes 
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It is a privilege to be asked to write the 
history of the Jewish people of Everett and 
to recount their contribution to our great 
country. 


Our forefathers, who came here from foreign 
lands to escape religious persecution and hard- 
ships and to find freedom, were all hapny to 
reach this promised land of America. After mas- 
tering, through study and training, their chos- 
en professions, they made great contributions 
in the fields of science, music, medicine, eco- 
nomics, law, sports, and entertainment,+and in 
so doing brought enrichment and happiness to 
the citizens of this country. 


In the preparation of this article an ef- 
fort was made to do sufficient research to 
draw a realistic picture of our Jewish citizens. 
We are a peaceloving people. We are builders. 
We value learning and knowledge, and we seek to 
educate our children so that they, in their 
turn, will be good and patriotic citizens and 
serve this country in every way, thus carry- 
ing on the tradition of our forefathers. 
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OUTSTANDING EVERETT JEWISH CITIZENS 


In the Militarys 


Jacob Scharf 


Simon B. Steiner 


In Government: 


Paul Alpert 


Benjamin Bornstein 


Sidney Feldman 


Max Green 


Isaac Greenberg 


One of the first Army 
men to die in combat in 
World War I. In 1928 
the playground at the 
corner of Florence and 
Chelsea Streets was 
named for nim. 


The first Navy man from 
Everett to die in World 
War I. In 1928 the in- 
tersection of Malden 
Street and Union Street 
was designated Simon B. 
Steiner Square. 


Member of the Common 
Council from Ward 2. 


Member of the Common 
Council from Ward 2. 
Also a member of the 
Board of Appeals. 


Member of the Recreation 
Commission. 


Member of the Common 
Council from Ward 2. 


Member of the Common 
Council from Ward 3. 
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Joseph Kaplan 


Dr. Sidney Listernick 


Morris Mitchell 


William Ostrofsky 


Thomas Rottenberg 


Morris T. Silverstein 


Melvin Snow 


Samuel Spivack 


Member of the Mayor's 
Advisory Commission 

for the new police sta- 
tion. Also a member of 
the Board of Assessors 
and the chairman of the 
Board of Appeals for 

five years. Member of 
the State Ballot Commiss- 
ion. 


Member of the School Com- 
mittee from Ward 2. Med- 
ical Examiner for Middle- 
sex County for the past 
eight years. Doctor to 
Everett High School ath- 
letes for twenty-five 
years. 


City Solicitor of Everett. 


Member of the Board of 
Fire Commissioners. 


Trustee of the Parlin 
Memorial Library. 


City Solicitor of Everett. 


Member of the Board of 
Public Works. 


Member of the Whidden 
Memorial Hospital Com- 
mission and the Whidden 
Hospital Parking Build- 
ing Commission. 
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Max Zweibenbaum Member of the Common 
Council from Werd 5, 


There are many other members of the Jewish 
community who have contributed an equal amount 
of their talent and time to the city who are 
not mentioned here but who are, none-the-less, 
held high in our esteem. 
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JEWS OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL FAME 


In the Law: 


Judah P. Benjamin 


Louis D. Brandeis 


Benjamin N. Cardozo 


Felix Frankfurter 


Louis Marshall 


In Medicines 


Jacob Lumbrozo 


Jonas Salk 


A lawyer who served 
as Attorney General 
and Secretary of 
State for the Con- 
federacy during the 
Civil War. 


The first Jew to be 
appointed to the 
United States Supreme 
Court. 


An associate justice 
of the United States 
Supreme Court. 


An associate justice 
of the United States 
Supreme Court. 


A constitutional lawyer. 


One of the first doc- 
tors to practice in 
the American colonies, 
He settled in Maryland 
in 1656. 


Developer of a vaccine 
for the vrevention of 
paralytic poliomyelitis, 
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In Sciences: 


Albert Einstein 


J. Robert Opvenheimer 


Edward Teller 


Chaim Weizmann 


In the Military: 


Hyman G. Rickover 


Maurice Rose 


A scientist who came 
to America to escape 
the Nazi extermina- 
tion of the Jews. He 
became an American 
citizen in 1940, 


A physicist. 
An atomic scientist. 


A scientist who devel- 
oped a process of syn- 
thesizing acetone, 
which is employed in 
the manufacture of 
high explosives. 


An Admiral in the 
United States Navy 
and a leader in the 
development of the 
first nuclear-powered 
submarine. 


A General in the United 
States Army. He com- 
manded the Third Armor- 
ed Division in World 
War Its 
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In International Relations: 


Benjamin Disraeli 


Golda Meir 


In Merchandising: 


Julius Rosenwald 


Isidor and Nathan 
, Straus 


Prime Minister of 
Great Britain. He 
arranged for the 
British government 
to purchase a sub- 
stantial interest 
in the Suez Canal 
Company, which led 
in time to control 
of the Canal by 
Britain. 


Frime Minister of 
Israel from 1969 
to 1974, f 


Fresident of Sears, 
Roebuck and Company 
from 1909 to 1924, 
He established the 
Julius Rosenwald 
Fund, the purpose 
of which was to 
help increase the 
opportunities and 
improve the living 
conditions of black 
Americans. 


Owners of R. He. Macy 
and Company in New 
Yorke 
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In Sports: 
Abe Attel Championship boxer. 
Max Baer Championship boxer. 
Joe Choynski Championship boxer. 
Hank Greenberg Baseball player. 
Nat Holman Basketball coach. 
Benny Leonard Championship boxer. 
Al McCoy Championship boxer. 
In Musics 
Irving Berlin Composer. 
George Gershwin Composer. 


Oscar Hammerstein Promoter of grand opera. 
Jascha Heifetz Violinist. 


Serge Koussevitzky Conductor of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra. 


In the field of Entertainment: 


Belle Baker Singer. 
Phil Baker’ Singer. 
Milton Berle Comedian. 
Fannie Brice Comedian. 


George Burns Comedian. 
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Eddie Cantor 
Lew Fields 
Benny Goodman 
George Jessel 
Al Jolson 
Danny Kaye 


Sophie Tucker 


Comedian. 
Comedian. 
Musician. 
Comedian, 
Singer, 

Comedian. 


Singer. 
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Grateful acknowledgement is made 
to Samuel Spivack for his assist- 
ance in the preparation of this 
article. 


